^                    fffstory of Education
and, in a population where the struggle for existence is ah
normally severe, the profession that is held in highest honor
becomes one of the worst remunerated and the most burden-
some.
Beyond the elementary schools there exist in the larger
cities numerous or at least occasional higher schools where,
through study of commentary and practice in essay writing,
students are prepared for the examinations. Though fre-
quently there are institutions resembling our academics and
colleges, endowed or partly supported by private gifts of the
wealthy or of the office-holding class, such schools are
usually private enterprises. In addition to these of a
quasi-public character, in a few instances such schools are
supported by the government, or by the liberality of some
official. Since the source of the finvV is the same, this
amounts to the same thing.
The Examination System has been frequently mentioned
as the central feature of their education, Since these
examinations not only represent the dominant force in
their education, but furnish the means through which the
entire governmental and social structure is maintained, they,
in connection with the Confucian religion which they incul-
cate, are undoubtedly the most important institution, and the
most influential force in Chinese society. In truth, they are
the means by which Confucianism and traditionalism, through
their absolute control of the educated class and thus of the
government, Lave continued to dominate so absolutely this
large population and immense territory.
In all its features, the schocl work is directed, not toward
any needs of society, or even needs of government or of
official service, but toward the passing of these examina-
tions. The rewards of the successful candidates will explain
how such a scheme can exert so great an influence on ecluea*
tion, and its connection with government explains how it can
dominate the life of society.